Ecosystems Test Study Guide
6th Grade Science
Abiotic factor – nonliving part of the ecosystem. (Examples: water, air, sunlight, rocks, temperature, soil)
Biotic factor – living or once living part of the ecosystem. (Examples: trees, plants, animals)
Ecosystem- All of the organisms living in an area and the nonliving features of their environment. (Examples: pond, lake, ocean, savannah, desert, forest)
Population- the organisms of one species living together in the same place at the same time. (Examples: flock of geese, troop of monkeys, herd of buffalo) 
Limiting factor- anything that restricts the number of individuals living in a population. (Examples: lack of food, lack of water (drought), too many predators, not enough shelter)
Food chain – is a model, a simple way of showing how energy, in the form of food, passes from one organism to another.
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Food web – a series of overlapping food chains that shows all the possible feeding relationships in an ecosystem. 
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Energy pyramid – A model that shows the amount of energy available at each feeding level in an ecosystem. Producers make up the biggest level of energy at the bottom of the pyramid. 
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3 Types of Symbiotic Relationships:
Parasitism - A relationship where one organism benefits and the other is harmed. Examples: dog/flea, deer/tick, mistletoe/spruce tree
Mutualism - A relationship between two organisms where both organisms benefit. Examples: clownfish/sea anemone, ostrich/zebra, plover bird/African crocodile
Commensalism - A relationship between two organisms where one benefits and the other is not harmed. Examples: tree/spider, barnacle/whale, cowbird/buffalo
